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One shark may be pretty

m u c h l i ke the nex t shark t o
the m a n on the street , bu t
no t to c o m m e r c i a l s h a r k
f i s h e r m a n B i l l Go ldschmi t t .

Thu rsday morn i ng , three
mi les out in the Gul f o f Mex -

ico, Go ldschmi t t and h i s

he lper tugged on a set l ine
and hauled up a 500-pound
pr ize ? a sand t i ge r shark .

The f i she rman was over -
joyed. The shark, s t i l l k i c k i n g

w i t h a la rge steel hook i n h is

mou th , p r o b a b l y w a s not , A t ~

any ra te , i t didn?t l a s t long
a f t e r t ha t ; Go ldschmi t t shot

the shark, a male, through
the bra in wi th a shotgun slug.

?J te l l you, I?m_ rea l l y
pleased,? Go ldschmi t t s a i d

a f t e r b r i ng ing the beast back
to Beer Can Island, at the
nor th end o f Longboa t Key
?Nine years o f f i sh ing and

th is i s m y f i r s t one of these.?

Sand t i ge r sharks, known in

some quar te rs as ragged
too th sharks, ( known proper l y

as carchar ias taurus) , are

r a r é l y caught in Gul f waters .
? T h e y are an in terest ing

f ish,? said S t e w a r t Springer,
a sha rk e x p e r t associated
w i t h Mo te Mar i ne Lab .

Indeed. Sand t igers are
cannibal is t ic before they a r e
even born, engaging in the
u l t i m a t e sibl ing r i v a l r y b y

eat ing t h e i r b ro thers and

sisters.

They are also the on l y
shark known t o catch fast -

m o v i n g game fish and a r e

repu ted to gather in groups
f o r cooperat ive f ishing.

Whi le m o s t sharks give
b i r t h to dozens o f l i ve of f -

sp r ing , the sand t i ge r gives
b i r t h t o only two ? one f r o m

each o v a r y duct. Inside the
duct, i t ' s s t r i c k l y surv iva l of

the fittest, w i th the strongest
o r the f i rs t -born eat ing the

rest.

Despite f ierce- looking inch-

long teeth that curve i n hook
fashion t o w a r d the back of
the shark?s th roa t the sand

t i ge r is not considered a
threat to man. They genera l ly
feed on fish much sma l le r
than humans and probab ly

wou ld at tack only i f provoked,

Spr inger said.

Go ldschmi t t hooked h i s

sha rk west o f New Pass on
a 1,000-foot l ine set w i th 33

books the n i g h t before. He b i t
on a hunk of boni ta.

Sand t i g e r s , p re fe r r ing l ive
fish, are seldom caught on 2

hook and line. Because. of

this, says Spr inger, there may
be more of them around than?

is commonly assumed.
?Years ago, he s a i d ,

f i s h e r m e n u s i n g n e t s o f t e n
4

? S t a f f P h o t o b y P a u l R o d g e r s

caught 30 or 40 sand t igers
a day instbhe At lan t i c off the
coast of south F lo r ida .

No r th Caro l ina commerc ia l

f i shermen te l l stories o f
watch ing sand t igers herd

together schools o f s m a l l e r
fish before mov ing in f o r the

meal .

When Goldschmi t t s p l i t

open the belly o f his sand

tiger, he discovered i t had
recen t l y swal lowed a 40-pound
d r u f ish ? whole. Also in

the s tomach were the rema ins
o f a half-dozen catf ish and
sma l le r sharks.

Goldschmi t t has caught a
lots pf sharks; he usual ly

gives the jaws away or sells
them to gi f t shops. Not this

shark,

?The jaws are a l l m ine ,?
he said happi ly. The rest of
the creature, chopped in to

pieces, w i l l become.c rab bait .


