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FWCsurveys on shark fishing changes
B y R ick Ca t l i n

Is lander Reporter

The Flor ida Fish and Wi ld l i fe Conservation Commis-

sion?s pub l ic fo rum in Sarasota June 23 drew a number

o f anglers and fishing guides, many o f whom disagreed

-with an F W C proposal to add great hammerheads and

t iger sharks to the banned fishing list.

F W C division o f fisheries management analyst Aaron

Podey opened the f o r u m by saying the F W C wanted

publ ic input statewide on three questions before imple-

ment ing any new regulations:
¢ Should great hammerhead and tiger sharks be added

to the l is t o f shark species prohibi ted f rom harvest?

* Shou ld the F W C ban c h u m m i n g f r o m shore o r

w i th in 100 feet o f a pub l ic beach?

* Should the F W C require the use o f non-offset, non-

stainless steel c i r c l e hooks when using natural bai t to

target, harvest o r possess any shark, o r just when catch-

ing a shark species that does not have a m i n i m u m length

requirement?

At present, the F W C requires sharks not on the pro-

tected list, such as a great hammerhead, bonnethead, bull or

tiger, to be a min imum o f 54 inches long for harvesting.

Podey prefaced the f o r u m by saying Flor ida shark

populat ions are dw ind l i ng , par t icu lar ly the great ham-

merhead and t iger shark numbers. And many local gov-

emmoents have asked the F W C to ban c h u m m i n g f o r

sharks, o r any fish, f rom pub l ic beaches. The input f rom

the statewide meetings w i l l be used to make final recom-
mendations to the FWC, he said.

B u t Capt. B i l l Goldschmi t t o f Sarasota didn?t accept

tha t the F W C is i m p a r t i a l by get t ing comments f i rs t

before mak ing any recommendat ions. It?s a done deal,

he alleged. -

?The agenda is to prohib i t shark fishing in the Un i ted
States," Go ldschmi t t claimed.

He said he was a commerc ia l f isherman f o r 25 years

before being put out o f business, attends many shark-fish-

i n g toumaments and runs his o w n shark tournament.

There are plenty o f sharks in Flor ida waters, he said,

but data s h o w i n g shark populat ions increasing i s never

B i l l Goldschmitt, left, cal ls h imse l f the ?Sharkaman o f

Cortez? and has a self-publ ished book by that t i t le .

publ ished because ?this w o u l d go against the agenda?

o f the ant i - f ish ing an imal r ights groups, Go ldschmi t t

c laimed.

?There is no credible evidence that sharks are over-

f ished? in U.S. waters, he said. I f the F W C adds ham-

merheads and t iger sharks to its prohib i ted fishing list,

Goldschmi t t said he has a group o f anglers ready to sue

the F W C .

A l though on ly Goldschmi t t discussed legal action,

some boat capta ins agreed there is an a n t i - f i s h i n g

agenda.

Capt. Shawn Paxton said many anglers didn?t bother

to come because ?the F W C does not take in to account

the word o f experienced people? he cla imed and th is is

an ?ef fo r t to advance an ant i- f ishing agenda.?

Paxton said he wants ?practical conservat ion meth-

ods,? not ?unenforceable laws? such as a ban on chum-

ming f rom shore o r a ban on hammerhead fishing.

?We practice catch and release,? Paxton said, and he
and his brother don?t need a law to tel l them to do that.

The practice shou ld be encouraged throughout the state,

but not mandated for hammerheads and t iger sharks, he

said.

Paxton agreed that the use o f a c i rc le hook i s ?very

eff ic ient,? to release a fish, but a l o t o f pub l i c education

is needed on h o w to safely remove a ci rc le hook f rom a

shark, o r any fish, w i thout serious i n j u r y to the fisb.

?Peop le are t r y i n g c i r c l e hooks and f i n d i n g they

work . Don?t throw a w e t b lanket on what 's w o r k i n g by

rushing in a law. L e t people learn on thei r own .?

Brooks Paxton, Shawn's brother, said a ban on chum-

ming f r o m shore is a waste o f money, t ime and paper.

?It?s not practical. It?s an unneeded and unenforceable

law, and I don?t k n o w anyone w h o chums f r o m shore.

And m y bro ther and I have shark fished f r o m shore f o r

20 years.?

M a n y anglers and captains commented tha t p u b l i c

education is needed on h o w to releasea fish caught on a

ci rc le hook.

Rober t Lavewa, w h o said he o w n e d an area bait and

tackle store f o r 30 years, said the easiest way to release

a shark f r o ma ci rc le h o o k is to use a pa i r o f w i r e cu t -

ters and cut the lead o r the l ine, leaving the hook in the

shark?s mouth. D igg ing out the c i r c l e hook imprope r l y

wi l l ?damage the shark,? and it w i l l d ie when released.

?You?ve got a catch-and-release program that real ly

is catch and k i l l , ? he said.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , some c i r c l e h o o k s cos t up t o $25 ,

L a v e w a said, and the average person w i l l w r e c k the

shark?s j a w t ry ing to re t r ieve that $25 h o o k . ? I n fac t ,

D've seen guys w r e c ka fish j a w for a 25-cent hook.?

Othe r anglers agreed on the d i f f i cu l t y o f remov ing
a c i rc le h o o k , and a f e w said a j - h o o k is much easier t o

remove f r o m a?shark?s jaw.?

T h e r e was consensus a m o n g the anglers tha t ab a n

on shore c h u m m i n g was unnecessary. C h u m m i n g f rom* -

shore doesn?t even work , one angler said. : ?

Podey acknowledged that shark fishing-is. popularwe
sport in Florida, and the FWC is not trying to ban shark
fishing. The FWC is trying to find a balance to ensure
the continued survival o f great hammerheadsand t ige r
sharks, but not by eliminating sport fishing.-

The catch-and-release program and use o f circle
hooks are proposals that might solve those issues.

After the meeting, Podey said he believes that what-
ever is finally adopted by the FWC must include public
education on catch and release, circle hooks, and conser-
vation of Florida?s shark population.

The recommendations from the FWC's division of
f isher ies management wi l l be presented to the FWC in

September at a public meeting o f the commission, but no
final action wi l l be taken at that time.


