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Killing sharks
Author bases opinions on personal experiences

By M A D I S O N C H A P M A N

H - T Intern

Captain B i l l ?Sharman? Goldschmit t is a
character w i t h a personal i ty far larger than
the gargantuan sharks he used t o catch f o r a
l iv ing. And his opin ions are as colorful ast h e
v ib ran t reefs he dives duringh i s free time.

Unapologet ica l ly controversial , the shark
f isherman has wr i t t en a book w i t h w i fe

Mar isa Mangan i t i t led
?Sharkman o f Cortez?
($23.95 sharkmanof-
cor tez .com/ Ama-
zon.com, $17.96). T h e
core o f the book, and
the focus o f Gold-
schmitt?s l i fe, is h u n t i n g

?sharks.
The now 60-year-old

came to the Sarasota
area as a teenager,
when he becamea °

fisherman and first
encountered sharks,

?They were pests,
nuisances. I went to my
fellow fishermen and
said why don't we just
kill them and sell them,?
Goldschmitt said in an
interview. ?Nobody
really commerci

7ye70. _ fished for sharks in
+ Florida back then. I dug

o u t anicheb y sellingthem t o crabbers for
bait and at restaurants.?

He also began bringing live sharks to scien-
tists at Mote Marine Aquarium & Laboratory.

Early in his career, Goldschmitt was swim-
m i n g o f f h isboatwith agirlfriendandh i s

German shepherd when a hammerhead shark
killed the dog.

?When you see a violent trauma like that, it
really puts reality in pe tive,? Gold-

schmit tsaid.? I ¢ y d o n ' tlooka t them
like cuddly creatures like Bambi.? The book
highlights the incident, which be says was an
?emotional? and ?defining? moment.

His attitude toward sharks goesbeyond a
healthy respect; he never swims in the ocean.
Excitement, dislike verging on hatred and
even admiration are present in Goldschmitt?s
voice when he talks about sharks. And it's his
viewo f them as animals prone to consciously
attacking that has generated controversy.

?The people at Mote always wanted t o
claim that the sharks really ?t mean to
attack humans,? said Goldschmit t . ? A n y t ime

Bll) G o l d s c h m i t t a n d
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I see some college educated id io t put o u t
some theory, I th ink, he doesn?t k n o w w h a t
the hell he's talk ing about.?

Scientists report that shark attacks are rare
and easily avoided.

Accord ing to the Internat ional Shark A t -
tack File ( S A F ) run by the Un ive rs i t y o f
Florida, there have been Ll unprovoked at-
tacks i n Manatee and Sarasota count ies in the
last 127 years. Just 13 o f the past 629 unpro-
voked attacks in Flor ida have been fatal. T h e
average person is m o r e l ike ly to die o f al i g h t -
ning strike, al l igator bi te o r tornado than a
shark attack.

Goldschmi t t said that his crusade against
sharks is an effort to protect people. ?So
many o f these environmental ists, they ' re
real ly bruta l , nasty, insensit ive people. T h e y
act l ike they're concerned about animals b u t
they look at humans l i ke the scourge o ft h e
earth,? Goldschmi t t said.

He also blames sharks fo r the decline i n the
tur t le populat ion. A n d he supports Japanese
whal ing, w o l f shoot ing and Af r i can elephant
hunting. Yet Goldschmi t t says he considers

h i m s e l f a n env i ronmenta l is t w h o believes in
?sustainable use? o f eco-systems.

Scientific data that shark populations have
severely declined in recent yearshas led to
restrictive laws on commercial shark fishing
licenses and quotas.

?We're at a di f ferent age n o w w h e n i t
comes to shark conservation,? Robert Hueter,
Mote?s d i rec tor o f shark research, told the
?Washington Post. ?A lo t o f these species are
i n ser iously bad shape.?

Goldschmitt, who claims to have more
than 4,000 k i l l s toh is name,s t i l ltakesh i s
wife and children shark fishing, but the hunt
is not what it used to be.The once popular
method of longlining sharks is legal , man
species such as dusky sharks are protecte
and, apart from the few who obtain licenses,
fisherman are restricted to rod-and-reel fish-
ing from the shore.

However, Goldschmitt believes that the
e rnmen t has ulterior motives for protect-

sharks.
?I¢?s tied to the tourism industry,? he said.
He believes that the risko f shark attacks is

downplayed in an effort to attract visitors.
?That is an absurd assertion. The fact is

shark bites are very rare in our county,? said
Virginia Haley, president o f the Sarasota
Convention & Visitors Bureau. ?When a

person enters the ocean, you areentering a
world of Mother Nature that is inhabited by

creatures bigand smal l .Youa r e sharing

Bill Goldschmitt

those experiences wi th wi ld animals and
visitors must always respect that.? :

Mangani is aware that her husband's views
are controversial, but she believes his story is
one that ?needed to be told.?

?There's scientists, there's press and then
there's what people listen to. Things are
getting stirredup a b i t a n dI th ink 3

\preat,? she said.
Inaddit ion to Galdschmitt?s opinions o f

sharks,Mangan wove tales from his love life
in to the i n the h o p e so f appealing to
?women.The authors say thatthe book has
generated interest in creating a f i lm about
Goldschmitt?s life. For now, the couple are

working to promote the book andbelpt e l l
what they call ?the other side of the atory.?

?In the beginning, before the boak was
1 was gett ing mos t l y negat ive

response,? Goldschmi t t said. ?Since the book
has been out, the response has been to ta l ly
reversed.?


