


fryer; | still love to cook the same way
today. Far beyond our cities and suburbs
lies a natural Florida that most people
do not know and sadly, most never will.
Far beyond the shadows of big beach
condos and dredging of channels and
destruction of mangrove shorelines lies
a past that few people remember. These
were the days when you actually knew
your neighbors and would share your
catch with them for dinner.

The message that Capt. Bill Goldschmitt wanted to
get across to his readers was simple. In our discus-
sion about his book, he told me that life, as he knew it,

changed when they took his life as a Shark fisherman
away. The old days of living off the water and its bounty
are over. He believes that the reason he is not allowed
to long line for sharks anymore is because of the gov-
ernment's close ties to environmentalist groups. Capt.
Bill said, ?in the 40 years I was long lining for sharks |

never once caught a loggerhead turtle, but the environ-
mentalists and turtle freaks are claiming now that the
grouper fisherman are killing all the sea turtles.? He has
not been able to commercially fish for sharks with long
lines near shore in twenty years. Because of this, he
believes that the shark population has grown so drasti-
cally that it is having a detrimental effect on the Sea

Turtle population. Folks, | am a guide myself and | see
the sharks that are on our coast and in our bays, they
are everywhere eating everything! He said, ?They will
not let me long line for sharks because they know | will
pull up all the monster sharks and it will hurt tourism
and people will be afraid to swim on our beaches. The
big sharks that stay close to shore cannot be landed on
typical fishing gear and they know this! The gear that |

use has breaking strength of 6000 Ibs and, believe me,
when you see in my photos and my documentation in

my book and with the calluses that were
on my hands to show it, | will get those
big killing machines boat side if they
would let me!? He also said that with
the laws now in place you cannot use
a gun to dispose of a shark if you were
able to get it boat side with normal fish-
ing gear.

It is unfortunate when our federal gov-
ernment hires scientists, people who
spend most of their time in ivory tower

labs, to make the decisions on our fisheries with no
knowledge of the real world or what is going on in our
waters. There laws seem to be made for one thing and
one thing only, that is to help the group with the most
money conquer their agendas. The sad thing, to this
writer, is the passing of laws that destroy certain ways
of life. This has been happening far too often in recent
years. | bow and pray that there is a light at the end of
the tunnel that will shine and help direct us all through
the trials this country is going through.

The book ?Sharkman of Cortez? is out now so get a

copy and see how a boy became a man, conquer all his
fears and live the Florida dream of catching some of the
Largest Sharks ever seen. www.sharkmanofcortez.com.
You can also see my taped interview with the Sharkman
on You Tube by looking up Capt. Mark Gore and scroll
through my videos for the ?Sharkman of Cortez?.

Capt. Mark W. Gore is an outdoor writer, f ishing
guide & speaker from Tampa Bay. He owns Guide
Headquarters offering f ishing charters & outdoor
communications. Contact him at: 813.434.5504
by emai l a t : mgo re2@tampabay . r r . com o r v i s i t
w w w . c a p t a i n m a r k g o r e . c o m .
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