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Someone comes to buy tropical flsh and leaves wi th a
nurse shark.

?It has happened,? said Bill Goldschmitt, one of the

youthful owners of Ocean Life on Siesta Key. ?The last
man said he was going to put it in a bathtub in the

backyard.?

For $14 you can take home a two year old, two foot
Jong nurse shark that Lkes live pin fish, shr imp and min-
mows. He'll eat frozen fish by second choice. And your
pet shark wi l l conform to the dimenstons of his tank Instead
of reaching his potential of 14 feet. ?

Goldschmitt, 22, his wifeCindy and partner Frank Panna-
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?You should have scen their expressions, We came up

right when they pulled the first shark boalskle,? recalled
Goldschmitt. : ?_

Although he has a bealihy respect for sharks and U e l r
eight rows of teeth he doesn?t belleve any sharks are man-

ealers. n a
?Sharks are not dangerous to divers. Swimmers, maybe.

To a shark, swimmer l o o k l i k e ?injured animals thrashing
about and they are used-to?picking up the dead and dying.?
he sald. ?Sharks a r e dangerous when hooked o r molested
but I don ' t think they crulse the beaches looking for you
or me. They are just out there Jooking for fish.?
H e has found a menagene of tungs in Uger shark's

* s t o m a c h s f r o m a l a r g e f l o w e r p o t lo s o m e b o d y ' s l u n c h

still wrapped in foil. He claums that sharks have been
Imown to swallow rocks for ballast.
_ One of the smaller marine animals in bis tanks ean
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kul a large shark, according to Goldschmitt. The spine?
burrfish, If swallowed by a shark, can puff Itself up io
the throat of a shark and sulfocate It. In the same tank
he has a scorpion fish, common to Sarasota Bay and ?deadly
as 2 rattlesnake.?

Watchdog to the whole place is a loud-voiced 9

monkey named Sammy who throws grapes and paper at
Isobe}, the turtle. Isobel almost got her chance when Sam-
moy's cage was (oo close and his ta l l within the tu r t lesT e a c h .

Cindy sald that their heme Ls almost as full of f a a
as the shop. In addition they have an Engllah sheepdog
and two parakeets. ?

?L don't mind. [ love animals,? she sald. Her favorite
at the shop is an eet named Stanley. ?} telk baby talk
10 him all day. He's got personality.?

Stanley was hiding behind a rock. Tl was those playful
norse sharks who were showlng the personality. ? t

* edulla, 24, are on a f i rs t name besis ?with Some of their
sharks. In fact be wouldn't part wi th George who wi l l
roll over on his back to have bis belly scratched. Four ~

of the nine sharks now In residence at Ocean Life a r ej
tame enough lo be petted The sharks aren't really part
of the retail business although they stop mast of the-
customers cold. The live sharks are In demand by museums,

aquariums and research centers who use them In cance r !

e e
?Back in Pittsburgh we bad public aquariums. Down here

there aren't any,? Goldschmitt complained. ?That's one reason
he keeps the sharks and sucha r o u n d f o r the public to

look at up close.

Goldschmitt k e s married We and skin diving and he-
came up with a way of turning bis bobby into a livelihood
with a wholesale business started more than two years
ago. In May the Ubree opened th reta i l place where
seahorses, octupus and tropical fish are the biggest sellers
bul sharks and loggerhead turtles grab most of the attention.

Isobel, the loggerhead, is another old friend who comex
up f o r a little neck scratching and finger nibbling. Since
loggerheads are protected by law, Goldschmitt needed a-
special permit to keep a few. Ear l ier thls year he was
able to nurse along 16 newly hatched loggerheads, get them
off to a good start and then turn them loose to propagate
their kind.

Both frank and Bi l l particularly enjoy caec t i ng t h e marine
life. They head for the Florida Keys wi th thelr diving

_equipment_often and trap tropical fish amdng the rocks.
I They have cdme up with most o f t h e l r baby curse shi t is?
- p a r e h a n d e di n t h e a r e a a r o u n d P o t i Rocks. They bag?

sharks up to 14 feet long from a 16-fo ? iboa rd . They bead
am i l e ors o o f f s h o r e a n dd r o p a1 , 0 0 0 \ , o t I n e w i t h about
2 hooks baited wi th Uve mullet or jack Gish. They leave i t
overnight and.come back the next m o r i n g to pull in about
ah a l f dozen sharks f r o m w h i c h theyt a k e i h e usefu lp a r t s ,
Jaws, backbone and brains, the latter used in research.

The recent day when the morning fog falled to l i f t they
Managed to find one of the two floats oa tbeir shark line.
A coupte of very surprised tourists found the other float,
along wi th attathed tiger abarks.
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