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‘Sharks could
gain protection
In state waters

PROTEST: Fishermen say  and other sharks as trophy game
fish, and do not want to see more
the toothy predators made off-limits to fishing,
d to be k in'ch The Florida Fish and Wildlife
need to be kept in check Commission is holding hearings
around the state, including one
By DALE WHITE

in Sarasota this week, to deter-
mine whether the sharks are in
need of more protection.

During the public meetings, the
agency is listening to opinions
about whether it should put ham-
merheads and tigers on a list of
prohibited species for commer-
cial and recreational fishermen.

The idea infuriates fisherman

See SHARKS on 3B

dale.white@heraldtribune.com

SARASOTA COUNTY —
The state is considering addi
more protection in Florida wa-
ters for two species of sharks —
the tiger and hammerhead —
due to concerns about the future
viability of the species.

But the proposal has riled up
some anglers who /prize those

ssion meeting in the Terrace Building in Sarasota abqut putting hammerhead and tiger
dschmitt leads a small protest with his sons (middle) Billy Goldschmiitt, 25, and David
HT: Bill Goldschmitt during the meeting.
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THE CANDIDATES

State officials are considering whether to add protections to two more
sharks. Here is a look at the hammerhead and tiger shark:

Hammerhead sharks
Hammerheads are
unmistakable due to their
wide, thick heads that
resemble a hammer at both
ends. Their eyes are far apart,
enabling them to see in
various directions. Their
dorsal fins are large and
pointed. They prefer deeper
tropic and subtropic waters. Hammerheads can range from 12 to 20 feet
long and weigh from 500 to 1,000 pounds.

Tiger sharks
Tiger sharks also enjoy warm
water. They often reside near
the surface and in shallow
water. Considered very
aggressive, they hunt at night.
They average about 12 feet in
length and weigh from 850 to
2,000 pounds. They are so
named because of stripes that
resemble those of a tiger.

Their dorsal fins are closs to their tails. Tiger
r meat and to make Vitamin A supplements,

SOURCE: Sharks-world.com

‘Sharks may gain
state protection
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SHARKS from 1B

- Bill Goldschmitt of Cortez

in Manatee County, who

 protested outside the wild-
commission meeting'in

Sarasota on Thursday.

“It’s the eco-fanatics, the
animal rights advocates
‘Who have never caught a
fish in their life” Gold-
“schn_utt said. He refers to

rpon whose num-
bmm be allowed
o get out of control,

heads.

and opposes more “ridicu-
loys regulations” that he
thinks are making Florida’s
fishermen the true “endan-
gered species”

He also blames any push
to i as protect-
ed on “rent-a-scientists” and
government officials who
do the bidding of the tour-

Yet marine scientists con-
tend there may be cause for
concern about the two spe-
cies,

The number of hammer-
head and tiger sharks have
significantly declined from
25 years ago, with many dy-
Ingwi commnn':ialﬁsl_mr-

research.
“They don't handle being
very well on com-
3 gear:’ Hueter slid.
especially the hammer.
Hammerheads might
seem plentiful in this area
and Boca Grande because
they come here to feed on

tarpon, Hueter said. But the
overall number in the Atlan-
tic Ocean have been signifi-
cantly depleted,

Shark fishing
winners in the 1980s usually
landed huge tigers, as big as

tournament

800 pounds with some
Pups, Hueter said. Tourna-
ment results show signifi-
cantly smaller inni
catches since then, he said.

Hueter gave formal feed-
back to FWC for protecting
the sharks in state waters —
9 miles off the Gulf coast
and 3 miles off the Atlantic
coast,

“I just think that a risk-
averse approach to their con-

servation is the best," Huet-
€r said.

Last week, the Guy Har-
vey Ocean Foundation an-
nounced that over the next
four years it intends to give
as much as $120,000 for the
University of Miami Dunlap
Marine Conservation Pro-
gram to research the issue,

The foundation started
by Harvey, a renowned ma-
rine artist and biologist,
wants to know whether Flom
1 Populations are be-
Ing depleted because of “un-
sustainable fishing practic-
es” and, if so, the impact on

entire marine ecosys-
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