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i l Coldachrittholds = net of Jaws andene ofthe books
re Flahedwith desingyoure of ame, drugs ara commercial

shark Gahingchraniched inhiebeak, Sharkman ef Cortar.At
$09, Coidechanlttpenaswith theday's omtobésan aidphoto.

More o n Capt . BIT
Towatch wdeoofCapt. BllG a d e c h a c ,go to

tempabey.comm/feckares,

ons

Catch ing a n d k i l l ing sharks used t o m a k e a m a n a

m a c h o h e r o T i m e s have changed. Mar l d i an ,1£

~

~

That describes hammerheads, tigers and b u l l s ,*
but also a crusty fisherman who hunted them
f o r a l i v i n g? and who says modern reali ty bites.

SARASOTA

i l l Goldschmitt, who calls
i e the Sharkman,

might be, the last of his
kind. As a young

m a n h e h a u l e d
thrashing sharks to
his boat, butchered

them on the beach hj

and was considered MELA?

amachoherob y t h e XLommomec

gathering crowds. RealFlorida

Then one day the

w o r l d c h a n g e d ,The Shariamanw a s
8par iah, ac o l d - b l o o d e dk i l l e rw i t h
& confused sense of manhood. «

Modern Florida happened. That's

how he sees i t Modern F l o r i d i a n s ,|
brainwashed by bleeding-heart lib-

erals, vegan schooNeachers and lily-
livered scientists, developed a crush
o n gape-jawed animals wi th soul-

lessblackeyesand a na p p e t i t ef o r

human flesh. Theythoughtsharks

were cuddly toys tha t deserved
Protection from brutes like Gold-
schmitt. They put h im outo f bus i -

tess. © ?The environmentalists
look at a shark like it?s Bambi!? he

Toars. ?Bambi wi th teeth. These

things kill. These things KIL? 0

The only good shark? © W a n t o r
guess?

Oldsharkf i s h e r m e nneverdie. They
--Just get angrierand angrier as the

changes.
Capt. Bil, who is59, ventedsomeo f

in a Dook, I t ts called Sharkman o f
Cortex He and his th i rd wife. Marisa,

?Mangani, wrote and published 1t t h e n
selves. [ t t an R-rated taleo f sex, drugs:
andlo tso f dead s h a r k s .Someo f i t takes

+ p l a c einthelittle Manatee County fish-

' -+ Ing village of Cortez, where Capt. Bill
sometimes sold his catch, but most of
the story happens on the beaches, i .

thebarsandin the waters off Sarasota.
' Oprah may not book him for her
show. Capt. Bil'S conversation ls saltler
?than acanof a n c h o v i e s .I fa moviewere
t o be madeof his life, Steven Spielberg,

?would need to resurrect Robert Shaw
?and slap him around to make hum mad
enough to play Capt Bull Like Quint in
Jaus Capt Bul enjoys a little misan-

Uhropy. iteevenwearsa sweatyold bal l
cap and spectacular muttonchope a I

Quint. The chipon his shoulderlaact
ally av o l c a n oabout toblow.

LikeQuint, Cape Bill always t ed t o
leave the bluegills and tommycods Ln

the pond for the softies. He liked flah-
ngfortiger sharks and bullsharks and

2 slant hammerhead known as "Old
Hitler?

And now i t yover,Allkindsof federal
and state regulations protecting abarks

jare on the books. Ob, legally a fisher-
?man is allowed to catch certain species,

Justnotenough, in bis opinion,tomake
?alivingati t . Sohedoesn'tbother. When,
?be wakes In the morning, he adjusts
?bis ponytall, climbs into the Ford and
d r i v e sto other work,

{Don?t et the hale foo] you? he tells
people. "I ain't no environmentalist
fruitcake. I'tr just 2 long-haired red-
neck?

These days he earns his paycheck
mowing grass. He'd rather be on the

?water, tendinghislinesand books,wait
lng for the mysterious pull, thrilling to
the tugofwar between man and beast.

?He'ddragthemonstertowardthebeat,
play outline when ft surged, then drag
ever closer. He'd curse ?the {word

tamore c o m f o r t a b l eonhislpethan 3
amile ? while dispatching the mon-

ster with ashotgunblasttothe bead.
Thenmaybe bedhaul it to «beach

fall of tourists, or the c h a m b e rBf com-
merce office, or to thenearestcollege

doymarine biotogsst whosayst h e r eare
noaharkaaround anymore.

one
CaptBillis « t h r o w b a c kto atime

whenevery coastalc o m m u n i t yin the
country badsomeonewhowaspraised

"forremovingm a n - e a t i n gsharksfrom
the sea.

in Long Islandi t was P r a n k M u n -

d u s , themodel forQuint, famedf o r k i l -
ingg r e a t whites, i n South Mlorida,H e r b

Goodmang o t morepressthant h e gov -
exnor for bis shark-slaying exploits.

M a n a t e e County ,Prank Cavendish

f r o mt h e o l d p i e r at A n n a M a r i a . An

e c c e n t r i cnamedRon Swin t ,a f r a i d b e
?wouldb e dragged i n t o TampaBay, t ied

D imse l ft o t h e S u n s h i n eSkywayb r i d g e
weben angling for Old Hitler, thebiggest

a n d baddest hammerheade v e r y b o d y
p d pobodsh a d everseen,

Frank Mundus? Dead.H e r b Good
?Toan?Rest i n peace .F rankCavendish?

?You missed the funera l . Ron Swint?

Goneb u tn o t forgot ten.

Capt.Bill is stillaround.So i s Old H h
Jew, tf youb e l l e v ethe

?Thadh i mo n c e ? Capt .B i l l saya.B u t

e v e r y t h i n gw e n t w r o n g ,a s theyd o i n
thegood fishingstor ies. Old Hider was

J u s ttoob i g ? a t least 18f e e t long. The

sharkhoenughtoffLongboat Peesin 1078,beforeailthe federaland staterules protecting
c r i s ARelvracsu OM aBewed ts eotcheartairapeaiee, ust at ough, hi Cape BAe opinion, f= male Bviog at 8.

p ? SHARKMAN c o n t i n u e df r o mI E

ecounting the years

?ofliving dangerously

MAURICE AVENBARG Toa
?Sharkonano f Cortar, wrttten by Bilt
Goldechmitt and his wife, recaile the

high tite inthevillageof Cortazand
In and off Sarasota,

P )F O R M O R E

0a G o l d e c h m iwil signcopien of

w i n d roared and l ightn ing flashed.
Capt. Bi l l howled at the elements. The
hook straightened. Old H i t l e r sank
b e l o wt h e waves.

C a p tB I )w a sb o r ni n P i t t s b u r g h .H e
f e l l i nl o v ew i t h sha rksdur ing af a m i l y
vaca t i on ,whén be v i s i t e d Miami'sm o s t
f a m o u s tour is t a t t r a c t i o n ,theSeaquar-

fum. When he turned 16, he dropped
?out of highschoo!andf e d to southwest

F l o r i d ato catchsharks.
H ec a u g h t sharks. He caught crabs,

taullet and tropical f ish. He c a u g h ta
sexual ly transmitteddisease. [ t w a sa
b e d d a y when be hadt o confess th is to .
h i s newg i r i f r i e n d ,alreadyf reakedo u t

af ter wa tch ing a hammerhead shark
J d Capt. Bil l 'sGermanshepherd .

He caught shar ia for the tanks at
Mote Marine L a b o r a t o r yi n Sarasota

a n dM a r i n e l a n dnearS t . Augustine.He
s o l d ubazk meat on the dockso f Cor-
t exH e caught a 14-foct t iger shark,H e
canght hammerheads and bulls and

b r o w n s and lemonsa n db l a c k t i p s .H e
soldt h e i r t e e t h and Jawst o undeserv-
tng tourists.

?Themovie versiono f Jaws came out

in 1975. There was a national shark -
ca tch ing f renzy t h a t lasted adecade ,

fo l lowed by the inevitable backlash

C o p i n g wi th his rage,Capt .B I drank
?too m u c h , s m o k e dp o t a n d d r o p p e d
a c i d , H eg o t i n f igh ts , b u s t e d s o m e

b o d y ' s headw i t h «b a s e b a l lb e t , g o t
a r r e s t e d . W i f e N o . il e f t him. Hel e f t
?Wife No. 2,themothero f h i s t h re r k ida ,

H e tradedrockmusic for county.
Decidedh ehatedhipples andcoun-
?tty d u b b e r swholackedcalluseson
theirhands,intellectuals,homosero-
Qs, marine biologists, government

experts. Heeave upc o m m e r c i a lshark
Gabing. He met Marisa at sbar i n
Cortez, Somehow theyclicked.They
have beenmarried fouryears.Shel e
&successfu l o f commerc ia ldexigner

Kitchens to Sarasota They l i ve in
h e r beauu fu house.They spent t h e i r

Proms courte,of h.Goactrrat

honeymoon in the Keys, where she

caught « 4-foot blacktip shark, which
now hangs trom the living room wall
locking a litde puny

?The den serves as the t rophy room.
Jaws from giant t iger sharks hang
among 70 or so photographs of Capt.

BUI posing wi th sharks on the beach
and in boats. Photo albums bursting
wi th more pictureso f sharks and shark
Juws and edmir ing tourists are tacked
?on the floor.

I f i t hadn't been for the do-goodery
and college boy biologists and govern-
ment regulators, he'd be adding to his

trophy collection.
"It's depressing when it's so obvious

that there are plenty of sharks left and
nobody will listen to you"

He's wrong People listen. They Just
don t r u s t the evidence offered by Capt.
?BM and someo t h e r commerc ia l shark
flahermman,

?The population of the t w o corner-
tones of tradit ional commercial shark

f i s h i n g havebeen downf o r al o n g time,?
says mar ine biologist George Burgess
of the University of Florida. ?Sandbar

s h a r k sa r e down7 0 percent.T h e dusky
{a down 90 percen t Unfor tunate ly ,

there are people who have a distor ted
v iew of reelity based on the narrow

breadtho f t h e i r own o b s e r v a t i o n si n a
small geographical area. But when you
take in the thousands of observations

and evidence trom allo f t h e world, it's
as lamd u n k . N o t evenclose,Shar iaa r e
Introuble?

C a p t . Bi l lkeepsf i l e s on aharka t tacks .

When s o m e b o d yi s b i t t e n , he a n y s ,? I
?toldyou t h i s wou ld happen?

?Therea r e toomanysha rksout t h e r e ,
B a t h e r sareappetizers.

?But t h e s o - c a l l e dexpe r t sa r e g o i n g
?tot e l l youotherwise?

In f a c t , the expe r t sseyt h e number
o f ahark attacks general ly f luctuate

accordingt ot h e numbero f swimmers
i n t h e water.Tha t ' swhyF lo r i dae n dn o t

Austral ia or South Afr ica, w i t h the l r

heal thy popu la t i on of great whites,
Jeadsthewor ld i n sharka t tacks ,Th i r t y -
e i g h t F l o r i d i a n sw e r e atrackedi n 2001,
W h i c h T i m em a g a z i n ec a l l e d ?Summer

o f t h e Shark? Nobodyd i e d , b u t there
?were a t u m b e r o f bado n e s ,i n c l
t h e a t t a c ko n8 - y e a r - o l d Jessie Arbo-

? A N , who losth i s arm t o a bul labarki n
t h ePanhandle.

In 2010 there have been three

F lo r i daa t t a c k s ,i n c l u d i n gove f a t a l i t y
w h e n a w i n d s u r f e rd i e d f r o m b l o o d
?Jomi n e a s t - c e n t r a lF l o r i d a .B io log is ts
b l a m e da b u l l sha rk .

Capt .Bul doesn?tswins Int he gulf.
Hesays too many hungrysharks rwim,
alongthe shore. B e s i d e s ,he'drather
catchthem

Ont h e next fall moon, visit Bean
Point,i n ManateeCounty,at the tip of
AnnaMaria Lland.In the moonlight
?youmight ovethe s i l h o u e t t eof «pocy+
{tailedman on thebeach. Youmay see
?bleAshingrodsstuckin the sand.Talk

tob imandhe ' l l bend yourearand
Carne likew h a t ' t - h i r - n a m ei nthe Jams
tovie. While he talks, hiseyesw i l l

alwaysbeonhisdshing rods.
H e won be commercially,af

course. He w i l befishingfor fon,for
Dilacktipsharks,still legal species.He
?willbe fishingfor tomorrownight'sdin-
nerH ew i l lbe fishing,p e r h a p s ,f o r a
Vind o f revenge.

I f s o m e t h i n gs w i m o f f w i t h h i s b a t t
?bew i l l knoww h a t t od o ,

JeffK i t n b e n b e r gcanbareacheda t k i t e @

s p t i o n a scom oF (727)809-8777.


